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Editorial: Issue of great historical 
importance 

History of rotifer research is of general 
interest to all rotiferologists who are 
curious to know about the 
development through centuries. As 
mentioned in a previous issue of 
Rotifer News (RN No. 38 p. 14), Paul 
Turner developed great interest in 
rotifer research and inherited a wealth 
of valuable documents of historical 
importance from his grandfather Lewis 
M. Dorsey who had correspondence 
with Frank J. Myers. 

Scanned version of these documents 
are supplied to RN by Paul which are 
reproduced here. Many letters, original 
figures and other documents written or 
received by Myers have also been 
carefully archived at the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Drexel University 
with the help of Christian Jersabek, the 
then Adjunct Curator (Rotifera) during 
2010 (see Jersabek CD The ‘Frank J. 
Myers Rotifera collection’ at the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia. Hydrobiologia 546:137-
140 2005). 

Further details from the website: 

https://archivalcollections.drexel.edu/r
epositories/3/resources/60 

Another aspect of interest for all 
rotiferologists is to know how the 
manuscript submission to 
Hydrobiologia has evolved over the 
decades. Henri J. Dumont, who was 
Editor-in-Chief of this journal for more 
than three decades (presently Hon. 
Editor-in-Chief), has traced various 
aspects of evolution of manuscript 
submission to Hydrobiologia. This 

contribution appears in this issue. 
Every rotiferologist may have at least 
one article published in this prestigious 
journal. In fact, starting from the very 
first volume and issue, Hydrobiologia 
has been consistently supporting 
rotifer research. The first article on 
rotifers in Hydrobiologia appeared in 
1948 by Bartoš which was the 7th 
article of this journal (Bartoš E 1948 
On the Bohemian species of the genus 
Pedalia Barrois. Hydrobiologia 1(1-4): 
63-77). The journal has also been a 
venue for the publication of 
proceedings of the International 
Rotifer Symposia IRS; 13 out of 15 IRS 
proceedings appeared in 
Hydrobiologia; the proceedings of the 
16th IRS are scheduled to appear later 
this year in this journal. 

On personal reflections, an artwork 
submitted by Augustus C. Mamaril, a 
rotiferologist from Philippines appears 
here. A prestigious recognition as the 
Elected Hon. President of the Aquatic 
Sciences of China to Henri J. Dumont, 
Editorial Board Member of RN appears 
in this issue. 

With the inclusion of historical 
documents, the present issue has 
become heavy (about 10 MB), and the 
RN storage site does not permit large 
files (> 10 MB per issue). Therefore, 
the present issue does not carry many 
regular items such as Notes and 
News, Recent Literature, Theses 
Titles and Abstracts of Virtual Rotifer 
Collaboratorium. These will be added 
to the next issue (RN 40, May 2023). 

 
S.S.S. Sarma 
Editor 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 
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Invited contribution 

Letters about rotifers from early 20th 
century rotiferologists 
 

My maternal Grandfather was Lewis 
'Lew' MacFarland Dorsey Jr. (1885-
1962). He lived in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He was a close friend 
and colleague of Frank Myers (1874-
1954) who lived in various places of 
the northeast U.S. Their lifelong 
friendship revolved around little 
freshwater creatures called rotifers 
(see plate 1). 
 
Lewis Dorsey's profession was as an 
architect, but his hobby was raising 
exotic fish, cultivating freshwater 
submerged plants (Cryptocoryne) and 
culturing exotic, live fish food 
(Daphnia). His Cryptocoryne were 
cultivated in large aquariums on the 
first floor of his home, and his Daphnia 
were raised in huge 'sinks' in his 
basement. 
 
As the story goes (related to me by my 
Mother), one day he noticed his 
Daphnia cultures became 
contaminated with small creatures of 
unknown origin, and they were 
interfering with his Daphnia cultures! 
(junk sp. but I presumed Brachionus, 
Conochilus)….so he sought out an 
expert to identify them and help him 
get rid of them to save his cultures. 
 
He found Frank Myers at the Academy 
of Natural Sciences Philadelphia who 
identified these interfering creatures 
as rotifers...and thus began Lewis 
Dorsey's infatuation with rotifers, and 
his life-long friendship and 
collaboration with Frank Myers. 
 

The below letters were handed down 
to me from Dorsey, through my Father. 
They reflect a deep scientific affection 
for rotifers. Their personal affection 
and respect for each other is clear in 
the letters. I found it particularly 
pleasing to see the different 'pet' 
names with which they referred to 
each other. 
 
[Additionally, among the letters is a 
separate letter from Harring to Myers 
(Sep 12, 1922) addressed to 'Fritzie'] 
 
 

 
 
Plate 1. Dorsey and Myers at ANSP (= 
Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia) circa 1924, photograph 
by CREVELLE, 3445 Vaux Street, 
Philadelphia. 
 

 

 
 
Paul Turner 
Former Editor, Rotifer News 
Email: hexarthra@netscape.net 
 
 

______________________________ 
______________________________ 
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Rotifer drama in the early 20th 
century! 
 
I don't know how much we all know 
about Harring's epic work, “Synopsis 
of the Rotatoria” 1913, Bull U.S. Nat. 
Mus, Wash. D.C. 81:7-226. but I can 
tell you it was monumental! While at 
the Natural History Museum., HK 
Harring compiled a comprehensive 
and manpower intensive work 
synopsizing all the known rotifer 
species names (Families, Genera and 
Species) into a coherent volume 
dedicated to bringing Rotifera in line 
with the International Code of 
Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) (aka 
Règles internationales de la 
Nomenclature zoologique) as 
amended in Boston in 1907. 
 
Before computers and the INTERNET!  
 
Can you imagine such an 
undertaking...!? Harring undertook this 
task because he cared a great deal 
about having Rotifera legitimized 
within the zoological community in 
accordance with the new ICZN, and 
because he was 'fanatic' about 
correctness of the burgeoning number 
of Rotifera 'community' descriptions, 
drawings and assignment of 
nomenclature (naming conventions). 
 
The ICZN did not compel authors to 
use it. It was offered as an 
internationally agreed upon guide to 
which (taxonomists in particular) 
scientists across the globe would 
conform. Surely the rotifer community 
would be the better for this effort, and 
with compliance all would be well! 
 

But then there was: 
Beauchamp, P. de, 1914., Documents sur 
les Notommatides a mastax forcipe avec 
quelques remarques sur la nomenclature 
des Rotifers. Bull. Soc. Zool. France, vol 
38. p 291-301, 326-335. 
 
As you may know, Beauchamp was a 
contemporary of Harring, and prolific 
and quite respected in the rotifer 
community of the early 20th century.  
From what I know, Harring and de 
Beauchamp had a very respectful 
working relationship till then and even 
corresponded on matters of import. 
Harring and Myers 1922 went so far as 
to say de Beauchamp's 1909 
Recherches sur les Rotiferes created 
'a new standard' for rotifer 
work...suddenly making the earlier 
research on the group worthless! 
 
Yet Beauchamp chose to use what 
some might call 'common sense' while 
applying the new rules with respect to 
Furcularia, Diaschiza and 
Cephalodella as discussed in his 
paper. To Harring, this was a personal 
affront to his monumental work! As a 
response and within six months, 
Harring issued an uncommon PUBLIC 
reprimand of Beauchamp by way of 
this: 
 
Harring, H. K. Sonderabdruck aus dem 
Zoologischen Anzeiger, Bd. XLIV. Nr. 11 
vom 7 Juli 1914. [The publications are 
available for your pleasure in my personal 
reprint collection.] 
 
Quite a lot of drama that year!! 
 
Paul Turner 
Former Editor, Rotifer News 
Email: hexarthra@netscape.net 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 
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Invited contribution 
Evolution of the Term Manuscript  
 
Experiences from Hydrobiologia 
 
In 1959, as a teenager, I won a prize 
for a scientific study on the dragonflies 
of my region. This would lead to my 
first contact with publishing and 
manuscripts. But first I was invited to 
take part in two excursions to a 
wetland in the Campinean area. And 
here I met both Paul Van Oye and 
Margriet De Ridder. Some may 
remember Van Oye as the first editor 
of Hydrobiologia, but many should 
remember Miss De Ridder as a prolific 
writer on rotifer taxonomy and 
geographic distribution. We were all 
asked to contribute an article on our 
favorite group of organisms to the 
journal of the biology teachers of 
Flanders. So I wrote about Odonata 
while De Riddder wrote about rotifers, 
and I saw her figures, strange looking 
critters with lots of silly-looking 
outgrowths and spines. And we all 
submitted our manuscripts to the 
editorial office. I was asked to produce 
a manuscript in legible handwriting, or 
preferably, in typewritten form. I did not 
have a typewriter, at the time, and so 
tried to do my text in calligraphy. In due 
time, I received a so-called first proof, 
with many typographical errors, such 
that a second proof was necessary. 
When the paper was printed, I was 
surprised to receive a parcel with 40 
reprints, free of charge. That is how my 
first paper was conceived and how I 
acquired my first hands-on experience 
about scientific publishing.  The 
reprints were sent out or given away. 

Citation records did not exist at the 
time. 

The early 1960ies saw the end of what 
is, linguistically, a manuscript, viz. any 
type of text, written by hand.  Except 
for the very top scientific journals, 
there was no peer review of 
contributed papers either. I remember 
from the sessions of the Belgian 
entomological society how papers 
received were circulated among those 
present (the ‘peers’), and a verdict on 
acceptance or rejection was delivered 
at the end of each meeting, which was 
usually monthly. Rejection was rare, 
and revision uncommon. 
 
But typewriters became omnipresent 
and more and more sophisticated. 
Instructions to authors began to 
include the mandatory rule that the text 
should be typewritten, double- spaced, 
etcetera. The etceteras became longer 
and more detailed and as soon as 
personal computers entered the scene 
in the late 1970ies, manuscripts 
submitted began more and more to 
look like finished printed papers, with 
layout, and including line drawings and 
photographs. During my 23 years as 
the editor of Hydrobiologia, I employed 
an artist-photographer, and I made 
him redraw illustrations of submitted 
papers, many of which came from 
India, because I could not reject 
manuscripts because of substandard 
figures. Artists have disappeared from 
labs nowadays. Journals are run by 
editorial manager software, and 
manuscripts have become files. 
 
The newest trend (but for how long?), 
online publishing (“librarians do not 
accept paper anymore”), reduces the 
workload of printing houses (and of 
postal services) even more. Suffering 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 
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most are books. It used to be that 
writing a book was an honor reserved 
for senior scientists, often the 
coronation of a career, but now the 
market for books is only a fraction of 
what it used to be. This is due in part 
to the astronomical pricing of scientific 
books, but also to the fact that the 
newest generations of scientists only 
read what they can find on the internet 
(which, admittedly, is quite a lot). But 
they do not know the feeling of real 
pages being turned over by real 
fingers. 
 
When I took over Hydrobiologia 
in1980, my mail box at the entrance of 
the university building was small. It 
soon became too small, as the flow of 
manuscripts (‘in three identical 
copies’) became bigger and bigger. 
The janitors who sorted the incoming 
mail to person valued staff members 
by the volume of their mail. From a 
nobody I quickly rose to the top! I admit 
I feel nostalgic for that time…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International Recognition: Elected 
as Hon. President, Aquatic Sciences 
of China 
 
Henri J Dumont 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Artwork 
 
With greetings from Agustus C. 
Mamaril (Philippines) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henri J. Dumont 
Hon. Editor-in-Chief, Hydrobiologia 
Email: henri.dumont@ugent.be

______________________________ 
______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 
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